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Lincoln's. birthplace, now a national shrine, is about three miles isouth

of Hodgenville in the heart of Kentucky. The rude loz hut at it stood at the

¢ time of his birth was without a floor except for the ground and its roof was .
made of rough slabs held in »nlace by poles and stones. A small, square ovening,
possibly covered 1tn‘éreeseo pepet, aserved as a Wwindow. - Inside, at one end
was a wide firenlace o;'s»onc with a chimney of sticks and clay. The bed in
an opposite corner was made of a crotched stick, with poles leading from it
to the walls of the cabin, und rough slabs, This cabin stood on the edge of
a tract of poor land which hiad few trees dﬁd which was covered with tall,
coarse grass. The land itself could hardly be called a farm; it was so
unproductive. Lincoln's father had’ purchased the 300 acres in 1808 for
$200. The chief distinzuishing feature of this farm is a spring which supvnlies
water even todsy to those who journey to this famous historic spot. It
flows from a Horizontal cave—~like channel of rocks in the low hillside
1mmed1ately in front of the cabin and then dropsg abruntly into a verpendicular .
opening of rock where it ﬁlsapbears. Hence, the name Sinking Spring Farm.
Here the first four years of Lincoln's life were passed (1).

*&incoln's early boyhood was spent on a somewhat more fertile farm
of thirty acres near Knd® Creek about ten miles northeast of his birthplace.
N Because of hills and gullies only 14 acres could be tilled. Here he and
his sister attendel their first brief period of school. The boy, we are
told, went clgd in 'a one piece long linsey shirt! without other garments (2).

woIn the fall of 1816 the Lincoln family moved again, this time across’
the Ohio River and into the heavily wood®€d& wilderness of southsrn Indiana.
Here they established themselves on a ¥noll surrounded by marshy land,
infested with malaria and without a éuaply of drinking water within a mile.-

' Although his father acquired an option on 160 acres, to be paid for in instal-

B ments at $2 00 per acre, payments. on-only one-half this amount were ever coms..

' pleted. His father continued to vary his hunting and farmln? by working at
carpentering. In 1824, seven years after their arrival. in Indiana, 10 acres . -
of corm, 5 acres of wheat, and 2 acres of oats was the extent of the tilled:
on the Lincoln farm.  The result was-that the boy was hired out to do nloughing,

* This statement concerhihg~Lincoln is a revision of an article with the same
title in Agr, Libr. Notes 6:29-3% (February, 1931). It was originally prepared
and presented by the author as a radio. talk, delivered throuzh WRC and 39 other
radio stations associated with the Natiohal proadcqstlng Commany, Feb. 12, 1931,
On Feb. 18, 1932, it was deliverecd by R. H. Lemb during the Western Farm and Home
Hour, through Station KGO and eight other stations associated with the NBC-KGO
network, Pncific division, National Broadcasting Coempany. The numbers in .
parentheses: refer to the blbllO”“thlcwl footnotes at the end of. the “text.
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splitting rails, grubbing, making ience ‘etey ~He also-worked as a ferryman
on the Ohio River; for thls WOTK “his fathe” recélveu.$6 00 a month. During
the hog packing season, however , he received an- .additional 31 cent a day (3).
Zarly in the spring of 1830 the Llncoln fumlL] wushed westward once -
more, this time to the bluffs along the Sangamon River, in Macon County,
I1linois (4). Soon afterward, having reached his majority, Lincoln left
his family and began 1ife for nimgelf. The iqcts sammurlzed thus far give
us a picture of the life of the farm boy Lincoln of a century ago. The
farming he lmew in his youth was ploneer ex0101tdtlon rather than settled
cultivation (5) and haraly comﬂaruble with xarmln as we Ymow it today.
We can see the influence of this early agricultural enviromment in his
otorles and in the choice of illustrations used in his speeches (6). At
Lime cf another Lincoln was- the owner of conside erable rcal estate,
1nclvd1ﬂ arm land; his 1nvesuﬂcnts, however were conse*vatlve and
compa”atlvely profitable (7). - o

v At tvcntV—uhree, Llncoln announcod.hlg caadldacv fov tne Illlnols
leylglwture.- In a- long address ‘to the veonle of Sanxamon Gounty,,-he
pOlntea out the need for internal improvements,— oood_roaa s, navigable.
strwams, and cenals. He endorsed railroads. then a new means of trans— .
portatlen,,and demanded more carpxularbgulatlon of b“th. He rcferrbd to
education as the "most important" subject of all (8). The dexterity with .
which he handled the issues in this address is early ev1dence of his natlve‘
ability as a political strategiste Althougn uelvdtaa in this first. attempt
(1832), he won two ysars later dnd served four consecutive terms. Later he
had one term in the National House of Representatives, (1047 1849). As has
been said, "Lincoln's early nobllc career can bu best understood as thet of
an ardent chamnion, promoter, booster of his séction, state and Jocality" (9)
His years as a lawyer riding the. con ort 01rcu1t ad:ad to his nolltlcal
sagacity and also to his k&owlwd;, of ths ﬂIOblﬁmq of the pionecr farmer.
The result was that durinz the 1850's he "cams slowly but. surely to raﬁreSent
the frontier, the farmer, and the s qpll tovin democ_ch...as few other mun;
ever represented a D”ODl“" (10),and emerged as a 10@10&1 and fonldDble
Canaldate for the nrb31& NCYe . e .
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Llncoln s addrcss beLorp tuc Ilsconsln Statc Avrlculturcl Soclbtv,
at its annual fair in Milwaukee on September 30, 1859, is the only extended
discugsion of agriculture which he ever made (11) Zven today, it is
lntchSblng reading and worthy of being summarizeds -He emphasizes: the
value of. the . soc1al‘undvrvcreatlo“a1 fsaetures of & azricultural fn irs, but o
1so ﬁ01nts out that "the caief use of Agricultural Fairs is to aid in Ta;,zg
1mprov1n the. ~great calling of Ag riculture... fand ] to make mutual exchonge.

of ugrlcultur 1 discovery, informntion and knowlu.ov...."” He then procgeds p»

to make general suggestions on what he considered »nractical farm nroblemss:

In this connpctloﬁ, hls chizf concern is the sta rtllr“ rpductlon in grain. o
“yleld which he has observed in his tr ravels. To check this, he pleads. Sfor .. : -0
‘more intensive cultivation, not ohly from the view of b00nomlcs, but bcckusp .

ofthe desirible influence upon the rmbr himself.  He.says, "the ‘effect: 7

of thorough cultlvatlon qupon the farmer's own mlhd and, in reaction; - . . :id

through his mind, back upon.his business, is perh-ps.qoite equal to any -

‘othcr of its-effects. Every ma n 1s proud of what e does well and no-mon . fhov
Sis Droud of wnht he does not well." Sensitive to the great changes which 7 »0

were. then taking olace:in. wvrlculturul machlnery he discusses:at: COH“lu(r 2ble

lbngth thc ammlication of. stemm power to form work, = He.alsos emnhasizas o

"book 1~

arning," On this subject, he says: "A copacity, and t Stp,;IO+1L,Ug‘“
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reading, gives access to vhatever has slready been dlscovcred by others..
It is the key,<or one of the cyé to the ﬂlre:dy golved oroblcms... 1t
gives a.relish’and facility ‘for successfully DU ; the unsolv 34 ‘ones."
In introducing this topic, hé udes the famous i now caryed over the
entrance of the administration'building of thﬁ Unlt :d States Devmrtment

of Agriculture:  "lio other human occunation onens so wide a field. for the
prefitable and adreoable comblnatlon of labor wlth cultlvated thoubnt as'
agriculture."

‘During ‘the first two years of Lincoln's presidency three bills of
vast significance toragriculture were massed (12), All were vart of the
political platform wnon which he had been elected. Linccln signed .the
~organic law establishing the United States Devartment of Agriculture with

a commissioner at its head on May 15,1862 (1%). Five days later he

signed the Homestead Act, the law by which appfoximately 232,000, 00&

acres have been transferred from the public domain to private hands to form
perhaps one and one-third million farms (1k)., On July 2 of the same year
he signed the Agricultural College Land Grant Act. It aporooriated the
land from the public domain for the endowment of our agricultural colleges,
so important to our agriculture and the educational system of today ¢15).
Although these laws were the culmination of movements extending over
considerable time, it remained for Lincoln to sign and make them operative.
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